Introduction to retroviruses and retroviral vectors.
As various viral vector systems for gene transfer are developed, interest in using such systems in applied settings continues to grow. This Chapter is designed to provide background information for readers interested in learning about lentiviral vector systems for gene transfer applications but who lack a background in retrovirology. To assist those readers who are unfamiliar with retroviral vector systems, basic outlines of the retroviral replication cycle and of characteristics of retroviral vector systems are introduced here in order to present and define concepts and terms that are discussed in subsequent Chapters.